include land preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor
does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does

it include the excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations
or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation
on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not
occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure.

"Structure" means a walled and roofed building that is principally
above ground, a manufactured home, a gas or liquid storage tank, or
other man-made facilities or infrastructures.

"Substantial improvement" means any repair, reconstruction, or improve-
ment of a structure, where the cost equals or exceeds fifty percent

of the market value of the structure, either (1) before the improve-
ment or repair is started, or (2) if the structure has been damaged

and is being restored, before the damage occurred. For the purposes

of this definition, "substantial improvement" is considered to occur
when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structu-
ral part of the building commences, whether or not that alteration
affects the external dimensions of the structure. The term does not,
however, include either (1) any project for improvement of a structure
to comply with existing state and local health, sanitary, or safety
code specifications which are solely necessary to assure safe living
conditions, or (2) any alteration of a structure listed on the National
Register of Historic Places or a State Inventory of Historic Places.

"Variance" is a grant of relief to a person from the requirements of
this ordinance which permits construction in a manner otherwise
prohibited by this ordinance where specific enforcement would result in
unnecessary hardship.

"Violation" means the failure of a structure or other development to be
fully compliant with the community's flood plain management regulations.
A structure or other development without the elevation certificate,
other certifications, or other evidence of compliance required in

Parts 4 and 5 is presumed to be in violation until such time as that
documentation is provided.

PART 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

SECTION 144.05. LANDS TO WHICH THIS ORDINANCE APPLIES.

This ordinance shall apply to all areas of special flood hazard within
the jurisdiction of Sparta.
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SECTION 144.06. BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD.

The areas of special flood hazard indentified by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency in its FIRM # 3700, July 3, 1986; with accompanying maps
and other supporting data, and any revision thereto are adopted by reference
and declared to be a part of this ordinance.

SECTION 144.07. ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.

A Development Permit shall be required in conformance with the
provisions of this ordinance prior to the commencement of any
development activities.

SECTION 144.08. COMPLAINCE.
No structure of land shall hereafter be located, extended, converted or
structurally altered without full compliance with the terms of this

ordinance and other applicable regulations.

SECTION 144.09. ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS.

This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing
easements, covenants, or deed restrictions. However, where this
ordinance and another conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more
stringent restrictions shall prevail.

SECTION 144.10. INTERPRETATION.

In the interpretation and application of this ordinance all provisions
shall be: (1) considered as minimum requirements; (2) liberally
construed in favor of the governing body, and; (3) deemed neither to
limit nor repeal any other powers granted under state statutes.

SECTION 144.11. WARNING AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY.

The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance is considered
reasonable for regulatory purposes and is based on scientific and
erngineering consideration. Larger floods can and will occur on rare
occasions. Flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural
causes. This ordinance does not imply that land outside the areas of
special flood hazard or uses permitted within such areas will be free
from flooding or flood damages. This ordinance shall not create
liability on the part of Sparta or by any officer or employee thereof
for any flood damages that result from reliance on this ordinance or
any administrative decision lawfully made hereunder.

SECTION 144.12. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION.

Violation of the provisions of this ordinance or failure to comply with
ary of its requirements, including violation of conditions and
safequards established in connection with grants of variance or special
exceptions, shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates
this ordinance or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall,
upon conviction thereof, be fined not more that $50.00 or imprisoned for
not more than 30 days, or both. Each day such violation continues shall
be considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall prevent
the Town of Sparta from taking such other lawful action as is necessary
to prevent or remedy any violation.
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